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Captivated by the glamour of Arabian literature, 
men of taste despised Latin authors, and wrote only in 
the language of their conquerors. A contemporary 
writer, more patriotic than the majority of his fellow- 
citizens, bitterly deplores this fact. ■• My fellow- 
Christians”, hesays, “delight in the poems and romances 
of the Arabs; they study the works of Mohammedan 
theologians and philosophers, not in order to refute them, 
but to acquire a correct and elegant Arabic style. YVhere 
to-day can a layman be found who reads the Latin com- 
mentaries on Holy Scriptures? Who is there that 
studies the Gospels, the Prophets, the Apostles? 

9 

Alas! the young Christians who are most conspicu- 
ous for their talents have no knowledge of any literature 
or language save the Arabic; they read and study with 
avidity Arabian books; they amass whole libraries of 
them at a vast cost, and they everywhere sing the praises 
of Arabian lore. On the other hand, at the mention of 
Christian books they disdainfully protest that such works 
are unwort hy of their notice. The pity of it ! Christians 
have forgotten their own tongue, and scarce one in a 
thousand can be found able to compose in fair Latin a 
letter to a friend ! But when it comes to writing Arabic, 
how many there are who can express themselves in that 
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language with the greatest elegance, and even compose 
verses which surpass in formal correctness those of the 
Arabs themselves!” Predilection for Arabic literature, 
and almost universal neglect of Latin were, after all, 
not surprising. The works of the great poets of antiquity 
were not extant in Cordova; theological treatises had 
little attraction for men of the world, and contemporary 
literature exhibited every sign of extreme decadence. 
Latin poetry was, it is true, still written, but the rules of 
quantity having been forgotten, it assumed the form of 
rhymed verses, in which accent alone was observed, and 
which moreover were composed in a style as slipshod as 
it was pretentious . ” 

Dozy : Spanish Islam, 
London. 1913— pp. 263-69. 
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“ He (Eulogius) even found enough calmness and 
detachment of mind to compose a tractate on Prosody. 
In this his object was to arouse the dormant patriotism 



of his fellow- citizens and inspire them with a taste for 
that ancient literature which, in a city which had given 
birth to Seveca and Lucan, ought to have been cherished 
as a national heritage. The priesthood under the 
Visigoths thought that no flowers should be plucked or 
admired which had not been bedewed with the water 
of baptism, but Eulogius believed that, in the literatu r e 
of the Romans he had found a weighty counterpoise to 
that of the Arabs, with which the Cordovans were in- 
fatuated. It had already been his good fortune to rescue 
for them Latin manuscripts comprising works of Virgil. 
Horace, and Juvenal, which he had found in Navarre; 
and struck with the contempt ev inced by all men of taste 
for rhythmical verse, he wished to instil in to his fellow- 
eitizens the scientific rules of Latin prosody, so that they 
might imitate the models of the Augustan age. 

Dozv. 
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